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SOPHIE THE PURE ARCHITECT
On the 19 th of September Acne Studios unveiled its Seoul store that is
designed by architect Sophie Hicks. She tells us a story about how she
brought Swedish life style in a modest and elegance way into the store.
Acne Studios Seoul store is located in a hidden place right center of Cheongdam area
where all the luxurious boutiques are stood up in line. It was a long journey to make
this happen. This total rebuilt building only for Acne Studios represents brand’s
philosophy. It is based on their way to keep their identity and their obsession with
perfection. This half transparent and massive light box looking store is designed by
architect Sophie Hicks. If you are not familiar with her name please recall the family
picture of Lanvin’s 2014FW season’s campaign. She was the one who appeared in the
picture wearing light grey fur coat with her two daughters, model Eddie Campbell and
Olympia Campbell, and her mother Joan. Before started her career as an architect she
had different experiences like as a fashion editor at Tatler and British Vogue and as a
stylist for Azzedine Alaia, being in the center of fashion field. At her late 20s, she left
fashion field and decided to become an architect and now she is the architect who
designed stores for Yohji Yamamoto, Paul Smith, Chole. When we first met her in Seoul
she was dressed up in tidy and mannish outfit. Her attitude was all natural and relaxed
but her eyes tell that she is someone who has strong insight. Cheongdam store’s
restrained and elegant looking from the exterior and the concrete inside look very alike
with Sophie herself.

-Tomorrow is opening of the store. I saw you checking on every single part
in the store. Is the store come out how you imagined at the beginning?
I am very satisfied with the result. I put all my idea into this store so I just love this
building. We used tons of concrete to build up this building. In this place ‘the light’ is
the most important element that is opposite to heaviness of concrete. I try to put the
sunlight passing through the building. Especially the ceiling that is made of half
transparent material brings soft sunlight into the store. It seems empty simple as there
are not any additional ornament materials. I want people to experience a breathtaking
moment when they enter the store where is filled with massive air.
-Why did you focus on the light?
The light is clear and pure. Honesty is also the necessary element that has connection

with the light and the building.
-I found the metal elements that are stick to each side of walls intere sting.
I tried to install different air conditioning equipment. Buildings in Korea mostly have all
the equipment on the ceiling inside. As I planned from beginning I wanted to put the
air and the light coming from the outside and keep the interior as spacy as possible.
So I install pipes in the concrete walls bring out all the equipment on the top of the
building outside.
-I found imprints of rough timber on the concrete inside of the store. Is it
actual wood that is covered with concrete?
A major part of the store concept is Scandinavia where Acne Studios was actually born.
I wanted to create modern atmosphere and at the same time the Scandinavian life
style that is oriented to the nature. That is how I came up with this idea. It is not
wood that is covered with concrete. We put concrete in a mold that has imprint of
rough timber. So can you imagine how much of concrete were used for this store?
-Are

there

any

common

things

between

Acne

studios's

clothes

and

the

architect elements?
Both are Swedish! I travelled to Sweden to get ideas for this project. Last night I went
out in Itaewon area where there is full of people. It is totally opposite to Sweden.
In Sweden, especially during weekend we could hardly see people on the street. I could
actually walk on the road without any problem. I know the number of population in
Sweden is really few, not sure the exact number though. Someone said it is less than
the number of Kendall Jenner's instargram followers! (Actual number of population in
Sweden is nine 970 million and the number of Kendall Jenner's instargram followers is
more than 3,800 million) I wanted to bring the calm and peaceful enviroment, the
forest full of trees, pure feeling that I have experienced in Sweden. After this trip I
made a short film of inspiration that I got from this trip.
-Do you always make an inspiration film for every project?
It is case by case. For Yohji Yamamoto store I made a book. It was kind of an idea
book that had architectural elements in it. I remember that he was really satisfied with
the book.
-Does your work experience in fashion field helps on architect?
In terms of understanding differences between brands and clothes, my fashion back
ground definitely helps to design a fashion store. It is easier for me to communicate
with brand and to find out the essential element to give highlight on clothes.
-How did you end up being an architect after having many years of experience as a
fashion editor?
I worked as fashion editor from the age of 17 till 26. Fashion and trends are come and
go. I wanted to create something on my own rather than just reinterpret an existing

thing. So I daringly decided to study architect then here I am enjoying my life doing
what I like to do. My ex co-worker Grace Coddington and some of my assistants at
Tatler are still working in fashion field. Also hair and make-up staffs who I used to
work with are still working and I think that is amazing.
-You have already been to Seoul several times and now you are staying over for few
days for the store opening. Did you find any architect interesting?
Besides architect, I went to see an exhibition of ceramic art at Horim art centre and
there I was moved by Korean white porcelain that has graceful line and purity. This
exhibition gave me a lot of inspiration. And also I found fish market at Noryanjin
fascinating. It is unique because there is no other fish market where we can eat right
at the place. My two daughters Eddie and Olympia will get to Korea tonight so I will
definitely bring them to the market.
-If you compare your structure to food, what it would be?
Food that I enjoy to eat is pretty apposite to the building that I plan. I enjoy fresh
vegetable that I picked from my garden. I enjoy gardening at home. I wanted to bring
nature elements into the store so in this case it is similar. But overall the concrete and
heavy style is totally opposite. so I would say it is some kind of contrast between food
and architect?
-This is why you made a small garden in front of the store?
It must be unfamiliar flower. Those are Scandinavian plant that we actually brought
from Sweden. Swedish garden is not like Japanese or Korean garden that is all in order
and well organized. It looks more like artificial wild garden that has trees and bushes
everywhere.
So I wanted to bit of this element into the building.
-Where is your favorite place as an architect?
It is absolutely my home. At my place there is also similar spiral stairs that are in the
stores. But the difference is that the stairs in the store has this space between every
step to give feeling that you are floating in the air.

